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Santa Ynez Valley author donates books to Little Free Libraries across county

Santa Ynez Valley News Staff Report
Jun 11, 2026

-
b 2\
B

U E LR RTIETRT
AP DA

§
it 8
.

Local children's author Debbie Jenae holds a copy of her recent book for donation at a nearby Free Little Library.
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Santa Ynez Valley author Debbie Jenae recently spent a week traveling across Santa Barbara County with a car full of books and a

simple goal: place a copy of her award-winning children's book in as many Little Free Libraries as possible.
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By the end of the effort, Jenae had donated copies of If Roses Were Blue to 131 Little Free Libraries from Carpinteria to
Guadalupe.

Jenae, an author, inspirational speaker and former court-appointed child advocate, said the project grew out of a desire to make

the book's message more accessible to young readers and families throughout the county.
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Originally published in 2017, If Roses Were Blue is an adventure story written for readers ages 8 and older. The book, which has

received multiple awards, explores themes of resilience, self-worth and hope.

The idea for the countywide donation effort came after Jenae found herself with extra copies of the book while preparing a new

edition for wider distribution.

After spotting a Little Free Library in her neighborhood, she began mapping locations throughout Santa Barbara County and set

out to visit each one.
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Local author Debbie Jenae recently donated 131 copies of her most recent book, If Roses Were Blue, to dozens of Little Free Libraries throughout Santa Barbara
County.
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Jenae said she hopes the books will find their way into the hands of children and families who may benefit from its message.
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"There is help, there are people who care, and, most importantly, you are lovable and worthwhile exactly as you are," she said.

Little Free Libraries are community book-sharing boxes that allow residents to take a book or leave a book at no cost. Dozens are

located throughout Santa Barbara County in neighborhoods, parks and public gathering spaces.

Jenae is the founder of Inspired 101, an organization focused on encouraging positive action and personal growth.

To learn about the author and book, visit DebbieJenae.com.

Lisa André covers lifestyle and local news for the Santa Ynez Valley News and Lompoc Record, editions of the Santa Maria Times. She can be reached at
landre@syvnews.com
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